Prayer in the Center

News from the Morris family Mars 2010

Dear friends,

semblances between the two countries landscape and geography - just down-sized.
Our many travels over the last few months have shown how true it is; the resemblance,
however, is more than geographic. Take a short trip with us to find out more.

l . We've often heard here the France is a “miniature United States” of because of the re-

A geographic resemblance

You find everything in the States: plains, snowcapped mountains, forests, big rivers... and in France too.
Driving from Bracieux down to the city of Chateauroux, you'll first travel through miles of oak forest, finally
ending up in a plain that resembles the Midwest. Last January Richard returned to the France-Mission
church there in order to finish the series of teachings on the Holy Spirit; then returned again in February to
teach on spiritual warfare.

Or if you went to Tours you'd travel through another forest up to Blois and then follow the Loire River down
to Tours; as Richard did in February when he gave a presentation to council members of the FM church on
helping Christians resolve their spiritual problems. If you travel further west to Montreuil-Bellay where
Richard preaches occasionally, you'll end up crossing over the Loire 3 times. In its own way the Loire is
just as majestic as the Colorado river (while there’s no Grand Canyon, there are though many castles like
Amboise on the left or Chaumont on the right).

For mountain lovers, the picture on the right was taken north of
Grenoble (southern France) where Richard gave training on spiritual
warfare on the mission’s field to a group of believers from several
- countries leaving on a mission’s trip to Bosnia and Albania. It's just
as gorgeous as the Rockies!

So, in our opinion, even though France doesn’t have a desert like the
Mohave, it really is a “miniature US”.




A resemblance both human... l]

The US was called the “melting pot” because of immigrants arriving from around the world, seeking a
new life or a new beginning. Immigrants bring with them a mixture of race, language and culture. France,
with its heritage and immigration, is no exception. Visit churches throughout the country and you'll dis-
cover a blending of colors, languages and backgrounds (both cultural and spiritual). Just like the AEEI
church in Brunoy (south of Paris) where Richard was taught on believers and spiritual warfare; or the evan-
gelical church in Mulhouse (northeastern France) where he taught on “cleaning up your spiritual past”.

Over the past months we've met believers from several regions of France (including the Caribbean and
Reunion Island), Haiti, Chad, Switzerland, Gabon, England, Germany, Algeria... The multicultural makeup
of the Church in France is the Lord’s work, bringing into His kingdom believers from all tongues and na-
tions .

and spiritual!

Obviously, there are many differences between the US and France. Yet when we talk about the occult
and spiritual practices, the differences are slight. This resemblance is not just specific to France and the
US; it's a problem common to all men, regardless of their nationality: men of all nations seek for power and
help outside of God of Jesus Christ. Many people here have opened themselves up to experiences and
practices that come from other powers than the one true God. And those practices and experiences can
have a negative influence in their life.

Be they European, African or North American, all men have the same need: salvation and freedom that
only come through Jesus Christ. The situations and past experiences of those we’ve ministered to over
the past 5 months reveal just how much “alternative spirituality” and spiritual problems are omnipresent.

Tours, Montreuil-Bellay, Grenoble, Chateauroux, Brunoy, Mulhouse, Elancourt, Vendéme, Marseille — are
places where Christians are finding freedom in Christ. Here are just a few examples: a Haitian Christian
whose grandfather is a voodoo priest; a mansion haunted by the spirit of a teenager who committed sui-
cide on the grounds (just like in a horror movie); believers attacked at night by spirits (mainly in their
dreams); believers who before their conversion practiced black magic or where deeply involved in the New
Age; a young man who addressed a prayer to Satan... and got an answer!

The work is not always easy, nor restful. We're encouraged though by the many answers to prayer and
the “good fruit” in the lives of those we're helping. Your prayers, encouragements and support play an
important role in this ministry and we are very grateful. Please keep praying for the Lord to open doors for
us to serve, teach and train for French churches and believers.

A word from Valérie

| would like to express my thanks to all who prayed for the two days in Normandy where | attended my
godfather’s funeral. | was reunited with several aunts, one uncle and several cousins (and their children)
that | hadn’t seen in over 10 years. My aunt, my godfather’s wife, was touched by my coming, and | had
several opportunities to share my affection and support.

The evening after the funeral, | renewed ties with my cousins, and talked for quite a while with Yann (who
is the worse off of all the cousins). He is an ex-drug addict, alcoholic, depressed, has psychological prob-
lems, and is unemployed. He asked a ton of questions about Evangelicals and opened his heart and
shared his sufferings. | did my best to encourage him. I'm planning on maintaining contact with all those |
saw, especially my aunt and Yann her son so that | can keep sowing the love of the Lord and his truth in
their lives.




A special need

During the time when our support was in the red, the SIM France office helped us by transferring funds
from an one account into our support account. The deficit in the other account amounts to 700 € ($ 980 or
£ 645). Now that our support situation is better off, we’ve been asked to raise that amount through one-
time gifts. If the Lord lays on your heart to help us meet this special need, tax-deductible gifts can be
made to a special account entitle “Blois ministry” through any SIM office.

The kids’ corner

Timothy turned 10 last month. He brought a special treat to school on the
day when his class celebrated his birthday — American Jello! And how did it
go over? Many liked it, but not everyone.

In January he and his class went skiing for 16 days. It's a special event
called “ski class”, combining ski lessons with school. For his first time ever
skiing, he was like a fish in water (sorry for the mixed metaphors). It was a
tremendous experience for him and he didn’t miss the family too much. He
was, however, very happy to come back home!

Because of her scoliosis, she has to wear a corset during the night. It's
not always easy for her as the corset hurts her back and at times pre-
vents her from sleeping. When you're a big sleeper as she is, sleep is
essential! In the past few weeks, she’s been sleeping better and wears
the corset wears for the required 10 hours per night, the time necessary
for the corset to be effective.

As she needs 8 hours of sports per week in order to strengthen her back
muscles, she dances a lot (dance class once a week and very often in
her room). She also goes with her mom 2-3 times a week to “Curves”, a
fitness club for women. A gracious gift from a local family, acting upon
the Lord’s leading, covered all costs for Valérie and Marie-Anne. This gift
was an answer to prayer!

On March 8th he'll turns 12 (already!!). We're seeing several changes
taking place in his life, no doubt in part because of middle school.
While his grades have improved, he still hates studying at home.
‘Mom, it’s fine!” is one of his most frequent sayings, meaning that he
doesn’t need (or want) to review his notes. What's important is that his
general grade average should be higher on the next report card.

Playing once a week with the local table tennis club is ever a pleasure;
but his heel has started hurting again. The specialist had warned us
that that might occur during periods of growth. Good news for him is
that over the past months he has grown more than his brother has.
While people still mistake them for twins, the height difference being
now more obvious, the resemblance is slighter — and that's great for
Jonathan!




Keep on praying...

« For the upcoming week-ends (see agenda): may the Lord in-
spire our teaching so that His children be blessed and strength-

ened .

« For Valérie’s family, for maintaining communication with them,

for their salvation...

 For Marie-Anne’s back: that the corset straighten her spinal

cord and stop the progression of the scoliosis.

« Praise God for the support we receive each month, which al-
lows us to serve Him here. Please keep praying as our support
is still “under observation » and our finances are very tight. We
appreciate your prayers for the special need for the 700 €

needed to met the deficit .

May our Lord and Savior bless you abundantly

Richard & Valérie

MORRIS family

2 rue de Candy

41250 BRACIEUX
FRANCE

Tel: + 33 950 35 82 97
Mail : richard.morris@sim.org

Your support gifts can be sent to:
SIM USA

PO Box 7900
Charlotte, NC 28241-7900

SIM-UK

Wetheringsett Manor
Wetheringsett
Stowmarket

Suffolk IP14 5QX

Upcoming events

March

9-11 : Annual meeting of RESAM,
Viviers

21 : Sermon, FM church in Blois

26-28 : AEEI's national convention,
Brétigny

April
4 : Easter, sermon in Blois

17-18 : “The occult in France: reality
& response”, Baptist church in Meaux

24-25 : “Run with perseverance”, FM
church in Chartres

May
15-16 : Weekend with FM church in
Taverny-Beauchamp

22-23 : Weekend with Freewill Baptist
church in St Sébastien-sur-Loire

June

4-6 : “Watching over one another”,
spiritual retreat with the Baptist
church from Veneux-les-Sablons in St
-Usage

14-17 : AEEI's pastoral retreat




